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Aitkin All-Starz 

made state history at this 

year’s state dance competition 

by placing first in both jazz 

and high-kick. It was the first 

time in Class A that a team has 

won both titles. Head coach 

Lisa Roth said, “I think it’s 

amazing, it’s a dream come 

true!” 

 This year has been a 

great season for both jazz and 

high kick. Both teams went 

undefeated this season. Jazz 

danced to the song “Jar of 

Hearts” and High Kick danced 

to the song “Rocky.”  

  This year’s Jazz 

team’s biggest obstacle they 

had to overcome was to beat 

the five time state champions 

Duluth Marshall, which they 

did at state. In preliminaries 

Aitkin was tied with Duluth 

but Duluth won the tie breaker 

by a half point. In the finals 

Aitkin came out ahead, win-

ning the state championship. 

 High Kick’s biggest 

obstacle was to beat last year’s 

state champion Cannon Falls. 

After preliminaries Aitkin was 

in first place of the twelve 

teams. The All-Starz came out 

for finals and they did great 

with no mistakes. With their 

dance routine this year they 

were able to land themselves 

the championship title. 

 Roth was inspired to 

start coaching because she was 

on the Crosby-Ironton dance 

team through high school and 

her mother was the one who 

started the Aitkin All-Starz. 

Her personal goal at the begin-

ning of this dance season was 

to win both titles, which she 

accomplished. Lisa said, 

“Giving them good dance rou-

tines and dances they like gets 

them to dance as hard as they 

do. Hard work, great dedica-

tion and good routines are 

what have made us successful. 

 “All the dancers this 

year have stepped up and been 

the best they could be. Every-

one this year got along super 

and were able to dance well 

together.” 

 Even though the All-

Starz were favorites to win 

both championships, they all 

knew it wasn’t as easy as that. 

They knew they had to dance 

hard and do the best they have 

done all season. 

 

 

 

 

See State, Page 7 

All-Starz sweep state 

The High Kick team performed to a Rocky montage. 




















